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Mr. O’Conor, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted the 
following 


REPORT 
[To accompany H. R. 2205] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(H. R. 2205) for the relief of Mary Alice Floyd, having considered the 
same, reports favorably thereon without amendment and recommends 
that the bill do pass. 


PURPOSE 


The purpose of the proposed legislation is to pay the sum of $10,000 
to Mary Alice Floyd, of Woodruff, S. C., in full settlement of all 
claims against the United States for injuries sustained as a result of 
an accident between Woodruff and Spartanburg, 8. C., on October 
11, 1940, when an automobile in which she was riding, en route to 
receive instructions for conducting registrations under the Selective 
Training and Service Act of 1940, was wrecked by a man from North 
Carolina. 

STATEMENT 


In the fall of 1940 the President of the United States called upon the 
teachers throughout the country to help in the registration of men for 
selective draft service. At that time Mary Alice Floyd, aged 22, was a 
teacher in the sixth grade at Woodruff, S. C. Pursuant to this 
call of the President, a meeting had been called for the teachers of 
Spartanburg County, in which Woodruff is located, to gather in Spart- 
anburg the night of October 11, 1940, for the purpose of receiving 
instructions concerning the performance of this duty. En route to 


this meeting Miss Floyd and three other teachers were in a car which 
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was hit by another car driven by a drunken driver. Asa result of the 
accident Miss Floyd received serious permanent injuries. She was 
paralyzed from the waist down and in one arm and hand. She was 
taken to a nearby hospital and remained there for 9 weeks. From the 
re of the accident until 1945 Miss Floyd continued to receive her 

ac os ‘rs’ pay, as well as having the expenses of the hospital and doctor 
paid | xy the State of South Carolina. However, shortly thereafter 
the state authorities were informed that since Miss Floyd was injured 
while proceeding to a meeting for the Federal Government it was a 
Federal responsibility and therefore the State should pay no further 
bills of Miss Floyd. Efforts were made at this time to secure Federal 
aid but nothing came of the efforts. 

Since the accident Miss Floyd has been a helpless cripple. What 
support she has been able to earn has been as a result of music in- 
structions, but at present her mother has been forced to assume the 
major responsibility for the financing of her care. 

‘To the committee this is a very appealing case. While it is ac- 
knowledged that Miss Floyd was technically not a government em- 
ployee at the time of her accident, she nevertheless was acting in re 
sponse to a general request from the President of the United States 
communicated through the Governor of her State to Spartansburg 
for the purpose of performing duties for the United States Govern- 
ment. She was a volunteer helper, it is true, but the committee does 
not feel that this should put her beyond the pale of Government 
assistance when injured while attempting to serve her country. In 
the opinion of the committee, it ill behooves the Federal Government 
in such a situation as this to insist that it is not legally liable for an 
award to the claimant, inasmuch as the cost to the Federal Govern- 
ment would have far exceeded the amount of this award or any 
awards which might result from the granting of this award if the 
Federal Government had been forced to e mploy persons such as Miss 
Floyd for the purpose of carrying out selective service work. 

The National Headquarters, Selective Service System, does not 
oppose favorable consideration of this bill, but it is to be noted that 
in their report they refer to the opinion of the Bureau of the Budget 
that Miss Floyd, if she is to be granted congressional relief, should be 
pl: iced within the terms of the Federal E mployees Compensation Act. 
The committee has considered this proposal and does not feel that it 
would be advisable to do that for it would mean not only the waiver 
of the statute of limitations in connection with that act, but would 
also mean that the committee would have to indulge in the legal 
fiction that Miss Floyd was at the time of the accident a Federal 
employee which the committee readily concede that she was not. 

The committee recommends favorable consideration of this bill. 

Attached to and made a part of this report is the report of the 
National Headquarters, Selective Service System, on a bill introduced 
in the Eighty-first Congress for the relief of the same claimant, and 
letters and affldavits of persons familiar with Miss Floyd’s injury 
either in their administrative or personal capacity, 
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NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS, SELECTIVE SERVICE SYSTEM, 
Washington 25, D. C., July 28, 1950. 
Hon. EMANUEL CELLER, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
House of Representatives. 


DrarR Mr. CHarRMAN: I have your letter of March 6, 1950, with which you 
referred a copy of H. R. 7539, a bill for the relief of Mary Alice Floyd, and in which 
you requested a report on the facts of record in this office concerning this case, 
together with my opinion as to the merits of the bill. 

The purpose of this bill is to pay $10,000 to Mary Alice Floyd, of Woodruff, 
S. C., for injuries which she sustained on October 11, 1940, while riding in an 
automobile to Spartansburg, 8. C., to receive instructions for conducting regis- 
trations under the Selective Training and Service Act of 1940. 

The only facts of record in this office concerning this matter are contained in 
correspondence between this headquarters and the South Carolina State head- 
quarters, copies of which correspondence are enclosed herewith. 

Based upon these facts, I would not oppose favorable consideration of this bill. 

The Bureau of the Budget has advised that they have no objection to this 
report, but they are of the opinion that if the Congress determines that the 
claimant in this case is equitably entitled to relief, such relief should be limited to 
the enactment of a measure which would bring her within the purview of Public 
Law 357, Eighty-first Congress, approved October 14, 1949. 

Sincerely yours, 
Lewis B. Hersney, 
Director. 
Enclosures, 
STATE OF SoutrH CAROLINA, 
HEADQUARTERS OF SELECTIVE SERVICE, 
Columbia, S. C., October 21, 1940. 
DiRECTOR OF SELECTIVE SERVICE 
Twenty-first Street and C Street NW., 
Washington, D. C. 
(Attention Colonel Langston.) 

Dear Str: Enclosed herewith is a copy of a letter this date received at Selective 
Service headquarters concerning an accident which occurred when several teachers 
who were to act as registrars on registration day were en route to Spartanburg, 
S. C., for the purpose of attending a meeting at which they were to be instructed 
regarding their duties as registrars. 

It appears that these young women were seriously injured and it does not 
appear from the letter whether or not the drunken driver of the car that ran into 
their car is financially responsible. The presumption is that he is not. 

The question posed by the letter is whether or not the Selective Service System 
will undertake to pay the expenses of those who are injured in line of duty when 
giving voluntary services to carry out the purposes of the act. 

I would appreciate your advice regarding this matter. 

Very truly yours, 
HouMEs B. SPRINGS, 
State Director. 


NOVEMBER 16, 1940. 
State Director, SELECTIVE SERVICE, 
238 Wade Hampton State O fice Building, 
Columbia, S. $4 

DEAR COLONEL SPRINGS: Your letter of October 21, 1940, has been referred to 
the Legal Division, Selective Service System, for reply. 

The Selective Training and Service Act of 1940 makes no mention of registrars. 
Section 2 of the act provides that the male citizens and male alien residents within 
the age groups shall be registered “in such manner and in such age group or groups 
as shall be determined by rules and regulations prescribed hereunder.” 

Paragraph 103, Selective Service Regulations, states that, ‘‘the election ma- 
chinery or other designated agencies accomplishes the registration.” 

Paragraph 205, Selective Service Regulations states as follows: “Except as 
otherwise provided in paragraph 206, the Governor has charge of registration 
within his State. He may make such modification of details of the procedure out- 
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lined in this volume 2 of regulations as may be necessary in order to accom- 
plish effective and complete registration on the day fixed. It is of the utmost 
importance that he secure expeditious and thorough action by all concerned.” 

Paragraph 208 (d) states as follows: ‘The Governor has charge of arranging for 
the instruction of all registration officials in their duties before registration day, 
and should make certain that the entire machinery is in readiness.” 

Paragraph 501, Selective Service Regulations, reads as follows: ‘Appropriation 
made by Congress for expenses in the administration of the selective service law 
may be used only for payment for personal services and for other expenses neces- 
sary to the establishment, operation, and maintenance of the Selective Service 
System authorized by the selective service law. The use of money for purposes 
other than those for which appropriated is prohibited by law.” 

In view of the above, we are of the opinion that there is no liability on the part 
of the United States Government and no authorization of law provides for the pay- 
ment of damages resulting from the unfortunate accident to the patriotic young 
ladies who had volunteered their services as registrars. 

Very truly yours, 
Donatp T. WINDER, 
Major, UUSMCR, Legal Division. 


W. S. Gray & Son DEPARTMENT STORE, 
Woodruff, Ss. Ce October 18, 1940. 
Gov. BurNet R. MAYBANK, 
Columbia, S. C. 


DeaR GOVERNOR: There is a matter in this community that I feel should be 
drawn to your attention. You, as I understand, are in the forefront in matter 
of selective service for military duty. In line with this you called upon certain 
persons—school teachers in various communities to be of service. 

Pursuant to and in line with your call, certain teachers here, were summoned 
to Spartanburg, 8. C., last Friday night, for certain instructions, etc., to acquaint 
them with their duties in said capacity. 

Several of these young lady teachers were on their way to Spartanburg, and 
their car was in head-on collision with another car, driven as I am told by a 
drunken driver, reported having cans and bottles of whisky in his car. Several 
of these young ladies were badly injured, one Miss Thompson having been un- 
conscious and at death’s door since the wreck. She is now in a hospital at Colum- 
bia. Miss Alexander’s hip and legs broken, out of joint, etc. Miss Floyd is in 
hospital here, broken neck vertebrae and paralyzed. Another in Greenwood, 
S. C., in bad condition. Now, I am taking it on myself to acquaint you with 
this happening as it did to these ladies in line of duty and in their effort to be of 
service in this call. 

Should there not be some Federal Government relief to these young ladies so 
sorely stricken in line of duty? 

They are absolutely helpless, at great expense, and loss of their jobs, ete. 

Should you need more information, please refer to Professor Anderson, superin- 
tendent of Woodruff Schools, to Dr. B. J. Workman, ete. 

Very respectfully, 


I. W. Gray. 


W oopDRUFF, Ss. ee 
January 27, 1950. 
Hon. Josepn R. Bryson, M. C., 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 

Dear CONGRESSMAN Bryson: I am following up a conversation Mr. R. S. 
Rogers of Dillon, 8. C., had with you about December 22, concerning Miss Mary 
Alice Floyd of Woodruff, 8. C., at which time vou told Mr. Rogers you would put 
forth your best effort in trying to secure Federal aid for her. Mr. Rogers asked 
me, an aunt of Mary Alice’s, to get up some facts for you and I trust by now you 
have already heard from several. 

Mary Alice Floyd is a graduate of Woodruff High School and of Limestone 
College, A. B. degree. She also studied piano and at Limestone made great 
progress in her music. At graduation, June 1939 and age 21, she secured a posi- 
tion with the Woodruff school system as sixth grade teacher in the Westside 
School. She was about 5 feet tall, a petite brunette, and lots of personality. 





MARY ALICE FLOYD 0 


It was in the fall of 1940 that the President of the United States called upon the 
teachers throughout the country to help in the registration of the boys for selective 
draft service. A meeting had been called for the teachers of Spartanburg County 
to gather in Spartanburg the night of October 11, 1940 for the purpose of receiving 
instructions as to performing this task. Mary Alice Floyd and three other teachers 
were in a car en route to Spartanburg for this purpose when they were hit by a 
man from North Carolina, the car wrecked and all four teachers badly injured. 
After months and months in various hospitals and under various specialists three 
of these teachers resumed work. Mary Alice Floyd never recovered and according 
to all medical authority will never do so. She was paralyzed from the waist 
down and in one arm and hand. 

She was carried to Dr. Workman’s Hospital and was there 9 weeks. The State 
of South Carolina paid Dr. B. J. Workman for his services and the hospital bill, 
together with about $300 to special nurses at this time. In March of 1943 Dr. 
Warren White, of Greenville, 8. C., performed the first operation at the General 
Hospital in Greenville. She was there several weeks. In June he performed a 
second operation. And the State of South Carolina paid both Dr. White and 
the General Hospital bills. The State of South Carolina must have felt a great 
responsibility for her, for besides paying her doctor's bills and hospital bills she 
was paid her teacher’s salary from November 1940 to about June 1945. 
therefore the State could do no more. An effort was made at that time to secure 
Federal aid for her but nothing came of it. Yet she was serving her country and 
not the State of South Carolina 

After treatments and operations over these many years she gets about after 
a fashion and painfully on crutches, stooped almost double, badly malformed 
vou would have to see her to know how terrible has been her sacrifice. Her 
father, the only support of the family, died the year following her accident, forcing 
her mother to assume the responsibility of earning a living along with the care of 
Mary Alice. A younger brother entered the Navy at the first call and served our 
country for over 3 years. 

We, her family and her friends, in fact I speak truthfully when I say the entire 
population of Woodruff, feels that Mary Alice Floyd is just as much a war casualty 
as if she had been hurt on one of the battlefields and should have Federal assist- 
ance. 

She does not grow better, in truth the opposite is true. Yet through it all she 
is very game. At the present she has a small music class and daily she sits chained 
to a chair teaching music with one little hand, unable to sit at a piano herself or 
to use her hands to play one small tune. 

Our Government does not seem to stint where our injured boys and girls are 
concerned, for which we are thankful. They should be cared for in every way 
possible and even then we cannot make up to them for the twisted and broken 
bodies. But let’s include them all. Mary Alice Floyd is one of them. 

Mr. Bryson, if there is anything further or any other information I can get up 
that will help in this case will you please let me know? And let me assure you 
the friends of Mary Alice Floyd will be eternally grateful for your efforts in 
this matter. Thanking you, I am 

Yours sincerely, 
Mrs. C. G. Epwarps. 

P. S.—Senator Burnet R. Maybank is familiar with this case, if you will con- 
tact him I am sure you will find him willing to help. Would it help in any way 
to have a petition signed by the citizens of Woodruff? If so will be glad to get 
one up. 

Mrs. C. G. E. 


CLINTON PuBLIC SCHOOLS, 
Clinton, S. C. 

I, W. R. Anderson, superintendent of the Clinton publie schools and who served 
as superintendent of the Woodruff public schools from July 1, 1939 to August 15, 
1945, do make the following statement concerning Miss Mary Alice Floyd. 

Miss Floyd, with the other teachers of Woodruff, was attending a meeting in 
Spartanburg on the evening of October 11, 1940, at my request and that of Mr. 
J. F. Brooks, county superintendent of education of Spartanburg County. The 
purpose of this meeting being to receive instructions and information for the first 
selective service registration that was called by the President of the United States. 
It was while en route to Spartanburg that Miss Floyd was injured and from which 
she has never recovered. 
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Feeling a definite responsibility for Miss Floyd, since she was rendering a service 
to her country, from which she received no aid, the Woodruff city schools and the 
State of South Carolina rendered every financial aid possible. The State of South 
Carolina paid her hospital and medical expenses and her salary until June 1945 
when it felt it could no longer assume this obligation. The duty of the service 
which Miss Floyd was rendering was of a Federal nature rather than a State, 
therefore this becomes an obligation of the Federal Government rather than the 
State government. Miss Floyd is as much a war casualty as any of the soldiers 
injured in the field of battle. 

Any further information will be gladly furnished. 

W. R. ANDERSON, 
Supe ronte nde nt, ( ‘linton Public Sc hools. 


Personally appeared before me the above-named W. R. Anderson and made 
the above statement as true to the best of his knowledge and belief. 


KATRINE MARTIN, 
Notary Public. 
JANUARY 17, 1950. 


[st AL] 





WorKMAN Memorrat Hospirat, 
Woodruff, S.C. 

I, B. J. Workman, M. D., attended Miss Mary Alice Floyd on October 11, 1940, 
following an automobile accident while she was en route to Spartanburg at the 
summons of Mr. J. F. Brooks, county superintendent of education of Spartanburg 
County, to receive instructions and information in assisting in carrying out the 
first selective service registration that was called by the President of the United 
States. 

The State of South Carolina paid Miss Floyd’s hospital and medical expenses 
and her salary until June 1945 when it no longer assumed this obligation. The 
duty of the service which Miss Floyd was rendering was for the Federal Govern- 
ment and we feel that it is a direct obligation and responsibility of the United 
States Government as she was as much a war casualty as should she have been 
injured on the field of battle. 

I have attended Miss Floyd since her injury until the present time. She is an 
invalid and will remain so the rest of her life. 


B. J. Workman, M. D. 


Personally appeared before me the above-named Dr. B. J. Workman and made 
the above statement as true to the best of his knowledge and belief. 
[SEAL] PauL E. Bryon, 
Notar y Public. 


JANUARY 25, 1940. 





